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INTRODUCTION: A collection of photographs from “Bloody
Tuesday” and the aftermaths, i.e. from Tue. 29" May 1979
through 16" June 1979; supplemented by photos of
clippings from Barbadian newspapers over period May —
July 1979 [Slides #41 through #52] and two images, copied
from the Internet, of newspaper clippings of May 29t of
photos taken by another photographer, shooting - with
camera, that is - from a veranda on Upper Hillsborough
Street [Slides #9 and #10], and a few more recent photos.

Excerpts from a recent account of the happenings
of “May 29" which was posted on an Online
newspaper, on 29" May 2012 [Slide #3], as well as
Information excerpted from the Commission of \\
Inquiry Report into the May 29t Events [Slides #19/
to #21] are included for interest.




May-29, 1979. The Day That Changed Dominica

By The TDN Wire Staff
May 29, 2012 7:30 A.M.

Roseau, Dominica (TDN) -- Thirty-three years ago on the morning of
May 29, 1979 over ten thousand demonstrators gathered around the
Government Headquarters in Roseau, Dominica to protest passage of
two controversial bills. In just hours one young man 23 year old Phillip
Timothy lay dead on the streets and 9 were sent to hospital nursing
bullet wounds...

Mayhem ensued on that day after members of the Dominica Defense
Force opened fire on the protestors who were adamant that John

withdraw the bills, which were aimed at curbing the influence of Trade
Unions on the island...

Excerpted from The Dominican.Net of 29t May 2012

(N.B. Phillip Timothy was 19. Also, 10 other persons were injured.)
(Please note also that not all of the injured were nursing bullet wounds.)



TUESDAY
29 MAY, 1979

The morning of “Bloody
Tuesday” 29" May, 1979. The
Dominica Defence Force platoon
has just arrived on Kennedy
Avenue; about to be ordered to
Halt! Note the bayonets mounted
on their 303 Rifles.

The house in the photo is now a
single-level building, and serves
as a bar and snackette.



pefénce Forcers begin to don their tear-gas masks, after giving the order,

“Disperse, or We.Smoke”. While some are masking up, others are providing
cover. Look at the lady with her ‘brolly, taking off... Getting out of harm’s way?




Defence Forcers putting on their
tear-gas masks, after giving order,
“‘Disperse... Or We Smoke!”
Note the canvas side-bags
(possibly containing the tear gas
canisters and other appropriate
paraphernalia.)

Look at the little boy looking at the
DDFers putting on their masks.

Wonder what the soldier near top
right has written on that paper he
is holding.

And what with the tight-fitting uniforms!!




The crowd on Upper Kennedy Ave. has heard warning, Disperse or We Smoke
(given 3 times) and are seeing the DDF getting ready to march up and smoke!!




Defence Forcers advancing up Kennedy Avenue towards Govt. HQ where
Parliament was to meet to enact ANTI-UNION and ANTI-LIBEL legislation.
Note the banner carried by the troop. The DDF’s truck follows.
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Photo of newspaper clipping showing part of large crowd of protesting
Dominicans gathered around Government Headquarters, Upper Hillsborough
Street and Bath Road, on 29" May. Photo possibly taken by Dr. Emanuel
Joseph, from the then residence of Alwin Bully on Upper Hillsborough Street.

Note part of crowd standing behind Roseau Girls School’s wall along Bath Rd.



Photo of newspaper cl DM canister, possibly
on Hillsborough Stre ken by Dr. Emanuel
Joseph, from then re Hillsborough Street




/The tear-gasing has started and soon after, tur to the firing of
“live bullets into the crowd. Look at the men on th apparently not

affected by the gas. The young man tak_iyig preca against the gas.




The Defence Forcers are downstairs of Government Headquarters. Part of the
Koul-woch Brigade in action, Upper Kennedy Ave. Some curious onlookers.
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Before the rains came, but after things had cooled down somewhat. Part of the
DDF platoon is now stationed on Kennedy Avenue while the rest was on Upper
Hillsborough Street. Note the man sitting in the middle of the street, and the several
onlookers leaning against the houses, or standing near Arawak. 29t May 1979




A HEAVY SHOWER CAME!!! Things have quietened and cooled down The DDF
teargasing and shooting, and the Koul-Woch Brigade have ceased. Shirtless,
Kase-Kot has removed his shoes, possibly after his efforts. Note the folks near
Roseau Girls School... and the koul-woch on the wet street. 29" May 1979
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Spent 303 bullet that passed right
through a lady’s wooden house and
hit into a wall at the back of the
house on Hillsborough Street. The
bullet almost wazé the lady’s little
black & white TV. Lady’s hand
holding the evidence. 29 May

curvature of the lead,
a result of the projectile’s
the concrete wall.



Hole created by a 303 rifle
projectile/bullet as it hit into
this wall of a building on
Upper Hillsborough Street

29t May 1979
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The north face of the north wing of Government Headquarters on the afternoon
of May 29™. Can you count the number of glass windows in the building which
were left intact after the Koul-Woch Brigade opened then withdrew their fire?
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The afternoon of 29t May 1979. The harsh reality has set in. One 19-yr-old man
dead! 10 other civilians injured! Contingent of Police keeping guard after DDF
retreated to their Quarters. Note curious onlookers, stone-littered street, a lone

goat “grazing” (?7?), and even the old-time stand-pipe on Upper Kennedy Avenue.



*PHILLIP TIMOTHY
Age: 19 years-old
Occupation: Port Worker
Extra-curricular Activities: Steelband Player




CIVILIANS INJURED ON 29t MAY 1979:

1. *ALGERNON PHILBERT (Fisheries Supervisor): Bullet passed through left
thigh.

2. * EDWARD ROBINSON: Sustained bullet wound in left hip.

3. *(EMANUEL AYMER (13 year-old school boy): Large wound to left part of
his face. Bullet entered under left ear and emerged through tip of his nose.

4. *MARGARET ETIENNE (13 year-old school girl): Hit by shrapnel in chest
and neck; caused small puncture wounds.

5. *GEORGE NELSON (Teacher): Grievously wounded in right arm by bullet.
6. * ROBERT JACKSON: Received 2 bullet wounds — left calf and left thigh.

7. *MATTHIAS DOVER: Received 2 bullet wounds — thorax and left arm.
...l Ctd



CIVILIANSINJURED ON 29th. MAY _(Ctd):

8. *VIVIAN ROCQUE (Port Worker): Possibly left foot injury.

9. *BRO. EGBERT GERMAINE (Principal, St. Mary’s Academy): While
lying on his back, a Defence Forcer jumped on his chest, while he was
kicked by others while still on the ground.

10. *ADAMS JEAN-PIERRE (Male Nurse, PMH): Struck by boulder hurled
by a Defence Forcer; lost consciousness.

Source: REPORT OF THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE EVENTS OF MAY 29", 1979
N.B. According to the Inquiry Report:-
** A total of 88 rounds (bullets) were fired by the DDF during their assault on 29t May.

** The Autopsy on the body of Phillip Timothy — killed by a DDF bullet was conducted
on the afternoon of Wednesday 30" May 1979, from about 2:35 p.m.. Thus, Timothy’s
funeral and burial would have taken place on the afternoon of Thursday 31t May.




We NOT Going Back
to Work Until...

TR




N0 DAYS LATER




Curious onlookers (men, women, chlldren) and mourners near the Bath Road —
Boyd’s Avenue junction, as funeral procession for Philip Timothy continues
around his home on Boyd’'s Avenue. Who is this shirtless yout’? 31st May 1979
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D—Special Steel Orchestra provided musical accompaniment for the
funeral procession to the R.C. Cathedral for their fallen member, Phillip Timothy
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D-Special Steel Orchestra — of which Philip Timothy'was a'member - providing
\_musical accompaniment for the massive funeral procession to the Cathedral. 4
Pictured: (L) Robert Thomas, (C) ??, (R) Gerry “Peps” Active. 31May1979




Funeral procession on the way; continuing from Boyd’'s Avenue. 6 members of D-
Special Steel Orchestra serve as pall bearers. Note mourners, onlookers and lots of
wreaths. Also Afros, shirt-jack, men’s hats, tams.. and a blond-haired person?
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Funeral procession on the Way, going past Pollce Headquarters on Bath Road. Are
these Rosie Douglas, Jeffrey Lawrence, Dr. Gabriel “Gabou” Christian, and the
legendary Grammacks’ Jeff-Jo in the big circle? Gordon Mondesire in black circle?

g
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Mammoth funeral process
Government Headquarters — where Phillip Timothy was shot dead. Note the
number of young children trying to get a piece of the action. 31st May 1979



Funeral procession on Queen Mary
Street (now Independence Street),
approaching the intersection with
King George V Street, and about to
come up “Constitution Hill”. Funeral
procession en route to the Roman
Catholic Cathedral.

Note the number of persons walking
in front of the truck carrying the steel-
band. Note also, Roseau’s tallest and

largest mango tree at left.

Apart from the thousands of
mourners and followers, hundreds of
onlookers lined the procession route

to the Cathedral and the Roman
Catholic Cemetery at the end of the
short street known as Long Acre.

315t May 1979




Phillip Timothy’s coffin is being
carried into the Our Lady of
Fair Haven Cathedral on Virgin
Lane, Roseau, by 6 members of
his steelband, the D-Special Steel
Orchestra, for the funeral mass.
Who'’s the man wearing the long
neck-tie and hat?

Note folks neatly lined up on both
sides of walkway, allowing the
procession to continue into the
Cathedral. Note also, the lady in
the yellow dress (just behind the
head of the coffin), maybe grief-
stricken, being consoled possibly
by close friends or family
members.

315t May 1979
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Roseau Cat”al packed .h mourners and others at Funeral Mass fo
allen Phillip Timothy, Killed by a ullet on ay 1979. Ts that (then

Fr. Eustace Thomas - with the big Afro (L) - concelebrating with Fr. Werner?




IN THE DAYS m;ew FOLLOWED
TIMOTHY’S FUNERAL AND BURIAL




Union Folks intercept visitors from a yacht who attempted to come ashore, not
knowing a Total SHUT DOWN was taking place. See d crane! And d Old Jetty!!!




Sign of attempted arson on
Emens Nassief Store In
downtown Roseau, several
days following 29" May.

Seems like the fire-bomb /
Molotov-cocktail / bouzay
was placed on its side at the . . i
top of the front step B

June 1979




The Registry and High Court
Building, across the street
from DBS Radio, ablaze and
lighting up the night sky; burnt
to the ground by... an act of
arson??

16t June 1979




The Registry and H—e 1979. Arson???
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REPORT
OF
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY
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OF MAY 29TH, 1979
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Force. The Reports equently col to a single docun
(subm tions.

Commissioners were A of the Norman Manley
Law School of UWI/Mc Dupigny of Dominica
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® Protests

S

over controversial Bills

Man shot dead in
Dominica clash

By ELSWORTH CARTER
ROSEAU, Dominica,

Tuesday, (CANA) — Prime §

Minister Patrick John
faced a major crisis to-
night after a big demon-
stration against two con-

troversial Bills resulted in

the death of one man, in-

trial Relations Act and the Libel

blanks and tear-gas failed to
completely subdue the demon-
strators who hurled stones and
jeered some Government Par-
liamentarians as they entered
tha government headquarters
tuilding to attend a session of

 Parliament. :

The government was - re-
ported tonight to have passed

‘the amendments to the Indus-

services such as telecommunt-
cations, water, electricity cus-
toms and airport. But all ex-
cept electricity and water were
affected today by the unions’
protest action.

Melville Hall Airport and the
seaport were closed and Cable
apd Wireless closed their tele-
comunic?ﬁons. _ section three
hours early.

L




Dominicans
out Of "

hospital

_ Two Dominicans shot and '
injured by Defence Forca !
troops on the streets of
Roseau on Tuesday were re-
leased from hospital yester
day, but eight others are

. still patients, with two report- & =

~ ed to be critically ill.

- Informed sources in the
Dominica capital said during =
a telephone link that 13-year -

Tobert J

Update on the Injured “May
29t civilians” published in
the Barbados press

Note the age given for
Timothy; Phillip was 19 y-o
(not 22, or 23)

Note also the last paragraph,
about the baby. No report
about any baby suffocating
from tear gas was included in
the official May 29, 1979
Commission of Inquiry Report



- ROSEAU, Dominica, Thurs-
day, (CANA) — Solemn pan
music filtered through the
hushed abmosghere as a steel-
and in whic Philip Timothy
. once played led hlS funeral
procession in‘ the Dommlca
capital yesterday.
The 22-year-old youth was
shot dead by Defence Force
bullets durin demonstratmns
on Tuesday )y unions and
Supporters. against controver-
labour and libel legisla-
which was passed the
same day,
In the funeral, arranged by
- members of the opposition
. Freedom Party and strikin

- o ww W"n

The caption says it alll Did
from PMH mortuary..

Thousands attend
youth’s funeral

strains of the hymn,
Wherner,

“union le
s for about an hour

A .A.:: vf )/ -, ’ 3 5% t’ ‘ :
tuary of before the body was taken
t Hospital the Roman Catholle cemelery
the ' ; ;\ Eor ,l_;:_ R

- June 1

Parish Hall where thousands
f striking workers joined the
marches to the home of the
dead youth,
After the cortege left the
bhouse the steelband led the
P Yession to the sombre
(3 Ablde
with Me” to the Roseau Roman
Catholic Cathedral for the
funeral service, It was con-
ducted by the Rev, Father

The cathedral was packed
with mourners and many peo-
ple had to remain outside
The service was attended by et
aderx;s anddoppolgis%d § 5
an
parliamentarians el s Mt

oeon had started
. (He was 19, not 22)
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SOLDIERS being pelted with stones during May 29 demonstrations.
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Il unaccepta
id have offere

s would have be
Iohtx:u clearly does nof
l he feels it necesse
\ts about conspiracy
govel'mlwllt

;C@f;l:dhﬁjgr:t‘t;l;;;\? en ¥ and libel l?“’S. vv ( ' I I ‘ nu
e N

iid only like to sug
e facts in much the s
aled that his earlier ¢
mes and this newspa

TRADE unions in

Dominica, trying to

force the Patrick

John government out

of office, are calling

on Barbados to throw

its weight behmd,

their cause. -

-The six unions, re--

presenting about
20 000 workers in all -

sectors of the island,

. . is . cabling Prime

THE unfor-tunate lohn Fabian, civilianshotduring the May ~ Minister Tom Adams
20 Dominican demonstrations. to ask him to sever all

persons shot shot on 29th May. However, he was not on the Injured List in the Inqwry Report
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ulation

3 was
the list was that of Prime Minister Patrick John's

The street violence yesterday which left one man dear;‘.x\‘n:as nota “'T?,“""Y"“"“ articles.
coup, but a of growing ity of John's ad- cmucsi,i;;ergmx:t

"Onoorlw;rpsople are doing everything for th
R DR e e e

ROXIOLENCE erupted in the streets of Dominica’s capital,
settel:du' oy:est;rday -- adnd (;vheg the smoke cleared and the dust
s an was dea: i inj
of thell critical. and nine other people injured, three
"&e ! :i:g:tical is a;jﬁl-year‘old schoolboy.
. been named as Philip Anthony, said to be in his early 20s and,
‘ﬂll%b reliable sources in Romu‘.)the son gf !;:-lim: Mix:xx']star ;:ttr}i'ck ]o;lxlu's

é
|
I
i
|

Anthony was one of several th ds d
b " everal ¢ d at betweer. 10 000 and 13 000
y witnesses, who defied a ?ovnrnmenl ban, and gathered dutside the Administration Building in

Rosc@ fo protost planned legislation which critics said would curb Press froedom and erode
rights.

stones from the demonstrators was expected to have even
and they responded with greater impact today
bullets. “The people are in a rage
The shooting, wilnesses said. because they have had enough
ation could be heard in several parts of all this.” one source
of this small run-down town declared
built along the Roseau River and  An exact casualty count is still
dotted with slums within which not available. but sources
manyof the demonstratorsfound confirmed the one death. Barly
e from the army reports of a seconddeath-that
B of & ten-year-old boy shat in the
reliable source, head — have not been con

' speaking Roseau h; firmed

that the police had pulled outof Reports said a young boy and

* middie-aged man were the:

mﬂ- teargas. critically  injured in b

shooting

: army. eparation 10 the  S300N bl began shortly after

B6d  Sources seil dhai s state of 10 s.m. yosterday and lested

emergency Sxpoctod fo be several hours, Even or the

:mdz.‘-hn mu:wi shooting outside «.m’ istration

tise, and & general strike Ruilding. angh youths roamec
oliad 16 protst tho two bills. the streets of Roseau

The “Bajan” Press (T

Contact) provided regul

Alleyne. confessed Barbadian soldi : 4 ic' d )
e sl 0 %d American workies foqoer_classic demonstration of the streng

, have earned him few friends at home and s(:’m:;eshgmmns In 1677, govarnment work was b S

B o o of Domiicn beve cobuted he . Loousands of civil servants Wont on sk fo o
| . : al milli antswent on sirike for 47 da

prims st ‘own surutval and that of s party. chally 106 Joversment s idad "0 ~ © domand s
Rt et ol ilafion cvaked vesiona el e Betweon then and now, the island has b

banning strikes by civil servants and workers in essential service: roubles from several quarters . oo PBued by i

s collectors. and nurses among sthers the " teachers, gar

ROSEAU
'REVOLT

30 Cents Mln_wEEK .

AFTER the ch 13 Grenada coup d’etat, man: : f JOhn
e mext: And one of the Sariy nameson o, forbidding the provision of

financial aid 1o

other, ’
T among other things, forcing editors to 4y strikers, and the

sclose the sources

"Teachers |
disturbed

[V V. ‘ln:--‘.-’ﬁ nnlal WAINrnM/

te News, Caribbean
May 29t into July 1979
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Collage of photos from the
DHILLIP TIMOTHY
MEMORIAL RALLY held at
the Pottersville Savannah
on Tuesday 12t June 1979,
l.e. two weeks after Timothy
was shot to death by DDF
on 29" May; attended by
thousands of striking
workers and sympathizers.
Note massive banner.

Presenters spoke from the
front of the St. Alphonsus
Roman Catholic Church.

Page from scrapbook kept by
Dr. Lennox Honychurch, 1979
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® Acting President, Deputy P.M. resign

oseau Registry

oes up in smoke

control

capital
<ol off, and ontylthe
sge  glow of the
rosring flames pierced
the gloom in the oty
centre.

0 officials  were

the siructure,
the electricity ia that

ROSEAU, Dominiea,
Saturday, (CANA)

A BIG FIRE, apparently
deliberately set, was blaz
ing out of control near
the Government head
quarters in Roseau to-
night.

The building bumin:
housed the Registry an
courthouse, and it was in
close proximity to the
radio station, the income
tax office, the Water
Authority, Parliament, and
the ident’s  official
residence

Hundreds of excited Domini-

near

e

» engult
building, fer there wes
men (o 0 v al
which be-
wim ol
Patrick

from the
g Just before
the flames brok t
As the fire ate its w
through the structure

Is were immediately

b o say whether th
blackout was a purposeful act
by the Elec Ny Services. or
the result of sabotage

In an earlier, much smaller
fire today. a car belonging to
the family of Sir Louis Cools-
Lartigue
of their hon:
firemen turnec

Tonight's
dramatic day

o
¢ President. after only 3
in of ice, and that a'so of
deputy Prime Minister Henkell
Christian,

Bat while Mr. Joh
stubbornly refuses o step de
hung on to power by
copstitutional thread, th

In a statemest

e my action wi'l bring

.

peace o this beautiful island §
D a,"

Christian

‘was_the Seated big biow
w 10 Uie Prithe Minestor
w hold in
the of
sition e 5 to throw him out,

Just o few bours earlier. Act-
ing President Sir Louis Cols-
Lartigue quil the post he had
held aoly M ho
that  th

failed to
family

demonstrators last sight and
thix morsing

Sir Louis also cancel'ed tw
roclamations aapounced yoa.
oo protouging Parlia.
th u'rx!‘.\l',’ effect and
ther or its disol

Ui ‘a0 Sepiembic1 ;

first to g0 was Agri-
culture Minister  Oliver Seva.
hine, the man identificd by a
National Salvation Committee

stin,  Attortey |
Ceneral and External Affairs |
Minister, was foreed out on the {1
basis Ung evidence that

mous
he had had conlact with South

Two other stories
about the goings-on
In Dominica followin
May 29, that made
the Barbados
ewspapers in 1979
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THE BOY
OIG0D ON
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ALL BUT HE
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By Our Staff Political Correspondent

AFTER DOMI
PALACE CC

rid of the obnoxious smell of ci)rrup-
tion and the repressive legislative

THE Commonwealth of Dominica’s | measures inherited from Patrick’ Ro-

‘interim coalition governmentof Prime
‘Minister Oliver Seraphin, has begun
the process of house cleaning to get

e e e
E 1), Unde ure last month both Frest-
dent Fred Degazon and Sir  (as Acting President) deserted

: Johri as he faced MMW. M.r an unwill&ng Dw'
g 4 ’
m Lal

* uty Speaker,a

land John’s Labour Party Govern-
ment—which was toppled last month
by a combination of factors, including
asplit in Labour’s parliamen-
tary ranks and a crippling na-
tional strike. . '
The coalition resultéd
from what’sseenasa™ palace
revolt when four elected MPs
joined with Mr. Seraphin in
deserting the Labour Party
Administration, thereby ef-
fectively ending its majority
in Parliament. . .
~In separate telephone jn-
terviews with Prime Minister
Seraphin, Attorney General
Brian Alleyne and Education
and Health Minister Charles
- Maynard, CONTACT wasin-
formed about some of the
| plans by the new government
~ which has a minimum of six
and a maximum of nine
months in office before fac-
ing fresh general elections:

COST OF STRIKE AND

- An assessment is already
being made of the cost to the
national economy of the gen-

UpP’._

Cleaning up
operations
begin..
Laws to be
scrapped;
probes into
corruption, etc.
which coincided with the vi-

olent attacks by the Domini-
¢a Defence Force on demon-

strators in Roseau on May )

29. At a minimum, interms |
of losses sufféred by the vital | cost the national treasury
! some ECS$16 million. =~

banana industry—still recov-
ering from the damaging leaf |
spotdisease—and general cus-
toms revenue, ECS6 million |
has been quoted as a Conser- ']
vative estimate. IEBET

The Civil Service Associa-
tion, whose General Secre- !
tary, Mr. Charles Savarin,
emerged as quite an influen-

* tial figure during the indus-

trial-political crisis that fin-

ally led to the downfall of
- the John Administration, un-
-conditionally called off its l

pay rise strike with the for-

Interim Prime Minister Seraphin.

mation of the coalition gov
ernment.

The Joha Goverament
had made it clear that the
country simply could not af-
ford the pay’hike demands.
ranging up to 136 percent,

since this would 5

While pledging to co-oper-

| - ate with the newgovernment,

the CSA has indicated that'it
would be happy if it were.
possible to resolve the pay’
rise dispute before new gen-
eral elections. Some observ-

| ers, however, feel that thss

may be unlikely.
Arrangements will shortly

@ Continued

on Back Page

: Eﬁdflndlyfthe loss of power. eral . strike by the -unions

esday chapter, July ‘79




DOCUMENTATION OF THE
“MAY 29" EVENTS THROUGH ART
FOR PUBLIC VIEWING



Workmen scrapl off mura ‘ AIWi BuIIyd
painted by Earl E e of the Treasury
Building, depic illip Timothy
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Pix of a painting by A Shillingf(ord) depicting the scene around Government
Headquarters (Upper Kennedy Avenue) on the morning of 29t May 1979



/“/

Upper Ke , Roseau,




Section of Kennedy Avenue where some of the 291" May 19\79<action occurred,
almost 36 years ago. Compare with slides #4-8, 11-14,-and #18.
* . Pix: Wednesday 4st April 2015




It's an overcast Pentecost=Monday, 16 May 2016, almost 37 years after the building

Jvhich- served as the Court House & Registry was burnt down on 16" June 1979. The
new building was constructed to the same architectural design as the original structure
and now serves as the Parliament Building & and House of Assembly Office.
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