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PRIORITIES FOR 
REAL CHANGE10

1. Revamping of key institutions within Dom-
inica to improve efficiency and account-
ability. Some institutions which have been 
identified to undergo this process include 
the Integrity Commission, the Judiciary, 
Local Government, the Civil Service, the 
Dominica Police Force, Statutory Boards, 
and the Electoral Commission.  

1. Building a new economic framework, 
driven by the private, public, co-
operative and civil society sectors. 
Strategic aspects will include:

·	 Eco-tourism; 

·	 Information Technology 
Parks;  

·	 A comprehensive review of 
the Citizenship by Investment 
(CBI) Programme;

·	 The creation of a Water 
Industry;

·	 Development of Agro-
Industries;  

·	 Formation of a Cultural 
Industry;

·	 Building an International 
Airport;

·	 Rebuilding the Manufacturing 
Sector; 

1. Transformation of Dominica’s energy 
sector to 100% generation from multiple 
renewable sources by 2025, and the 
transition to the use of 75% electric 
vehicles by 2030.  Consideration for a 
decentralised grid to be given priority as 
part of overall climate resilient strategy.

1. Educational reforms which will position 
the areas of science, technology, engi-
neering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM) 
at the core of educational system.

1. Building a climate resilient Dominica 
through creative models of sustainable 
management and a comprehensive ap-
proach to addressing existential threats.

1. Enhancing Universal health care in 
Dominica.

1. An integrated sectoral development 
plan for Kalinagos.  

1. Establishing Dominica as the premiere 
Nature Island of the world.

1.  Resilient housing for all.

1. Development of a new foreign policy 
with a focus on regional integration 
within the OECS and CARICOM. In 
addition, new and extended partner-
ships with African nations will be 
pursued.
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·	 A comprehensive 
review of the 
Citizenship by 
Investment (CBI) 
Programme;
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Economic Decline 

Dominica experienced twenty (20) years 
of consistently achieving the worst eco-
nomic performance results in the East-
ern Caribbean Currency Union.

Dominica currently has the distinction 
of being smallest, slowest growing 
economy in the eastern Caribbean. 

Dominica continues to lag behind its 
regional neighbors in the international 
trade of goods and services. 

Our country currently cannot afford to 
supply a basic quality of the economic 
infrastructure.

State cannot prove credit for productive 
purposes to locals. 

Revenue challenges

Dominica’s income tax and VAT rates 
are among the highest in the Caribbean.

Outside of passport revenue, VAT and 
other non-tax receipts are virtually flat.

Our grants stream , which years ago rep-
resented up to 25 percent of revenue at 
government’s disposal is now well below 
10 percent of total revenue.

Debt challenges

On the expenditure side, a growing 
debt burden has meant that more of 
our scarce revenues are channelled into 
debt service payments.

Our current payments combined with 
spending on wages and salaries account 
for over 55 percent of current spending.

Foreign Control 
The money of Dominica needed to fi-
nance the growth of the people’s eco-
nomic engines under the absolute con-
trol of foreigners.

We struggle to survive but it is getting 
harder and harder. Thousands of  
Dominicans are trapped in Poverty & 
Dependency.
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DOMINICANS WANT ANSWERS:

1. Airport Development Account  
 (ADA)

What is the estimated amount in the 
ADA?

Dominicans need confirmation of the 
near 400 million estimated to be in the 
Airport Development Account as at to-
day November , 2019. This money be-
longs to the Consolidated fund money. 
Dominicans want to know where is it 
being held?

2.  Venezuela Petro Caribe debt 
 controversy

Where is the capital gain conferred by 
the act of debt forgiveness?

Why is it not captured anywhere 
in the capital revenues listed in the 
2018/2019 estimates?  

The Prime Minister inexplicable silence 
on the Venezuela Petro Caribe debt 
controversy. Public denial for years a 
Dominica debt of over 100 million US 
dollars owed to Venezuela and then 
turned around and accepted forgive-
ness for the same debt he insisted 
Dominica did not owe.

3.  Citizenship by Investment  
 program in 2018/2019

How did we end up with only $226.0 
million over $1B less?

Revenues from the Citizenship by In-
vestment program in 2018/2019 was 
226 million, 180.6 million or 44% less 
than the budgeted amount of 406.6 
million. The estimated revenue for 
the full year is EC$1.291 billion. But 
we ended with only with 226.0 million  
over 1 billion dollars less.  

Challenges 
of Corruption & 
Trust in Government       
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Challenges 
of Corruption & 
Trust in Government       
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4. DIPLOMATIC PASSPORT DISGRACE

Why are Dominican diplomats ap-
pointed by the Skerrit led govern-
ment ending up in jail?

An Iranian by the name of Alireza  
Monfared,  the holder of a  DOMINI-
CAN  diplomatic passport  and har-
boured for months  as a fugitive from 
justice in Dominica. Monfared is cap-
tured in the Dominican Republic and 
transported to his home land to face 
trial.  He is later sentenced for 20 years 
in Iran and ordered to repay 1.3 US bil-
lion dollars, stolen from the state of 
Iran.

While on the 26th of Jan 2017 our 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs: declares 
“Monfared’s diplomatic passport was 
recalled and cancelled and all official 
ties with him were severed effective 
January 20, 2016, upon receiving in-

formation that he may be a person of 
interest to authorities…”  Yet, 9 days 
later, on Jan 29th, 2016, Monfared’s 
son was issued with a Dominica CBI 
passport.Monfared is now jailed in 
Iran. 

Are  Dominicans, supposed to embrace 
the crimes of bribery and treating, im-
personation, fraud, the abuse of being 
in charge of the people’s money, the 
purchase of overseas votes, lack of op-
position access to the media and lack 
of campaign finance reform as stan-
dard features in our election?    

 It is this abuse, we commit our new 
government to eradicating. The open 
attempt to harm the image of Domi-
nica by not conducting proper and ef-
fective due diligence of persons apply-
ing and granted Dominican passports   
will not occur under a UWP led gov-
ernment.



Dominica Currently faces major econom-
ic and social hardship; while we have the 
largest cabinet in the region unemploy-
ment among the youth is estimated at 
75%.

Low and falling GDP growth has contrib-
uted to this high and increasing unem-
ployment among our highly productive 
youth.

Youth and Digital Opportunities

No effort at improving governance 
through e platforms and expanding ca-
pacity.

No programmes in place for Young Do-
minicans to transition from being users 
of technology to being creators

No effort to integrate the active engage-
ment or participation of our youth in the 
governance of Dominica.

Under utilization of the available fibre 
optic, voice and video capacity that 
would invite an attractive mix of value 
added internationally competitive ser-
vices

Sporting 

Rainy weather makes all year round 
sports a challenge, therefore hampering 
youth in sports development.

Current sports policy of the Skerrit -led 
government is hampering rather than 
advancing sports.

Unemployment has deepened with  the 
long term employed  joining the ranks of 
unemployed.

Culture 

Lack of development in our cultural in-
dustry to create economic opportunities 
for musicians, writers, artists, Kalinago 
people and other craftsmen, dancers.

NGO 

A change in government policy towards 
the non profit sector, from one of en-
couraging and facilitating, to one of po-
liticizing and marginalization ushered in 
a rapid decline in the non profit sector 
activity in Dominica.
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Dominica’s housing sector was 
plagued with many issues im-
mediately prior to the passage of 
Hurricane Maria and increased 
afterwards.

•  Overcrowding and high incidence  
 of squatting on state lands.

•  A large percentage or stock of  
 low-income household.       

•  Poor construction techniques.

•  Low levels of skilled and semi- 
 skilled workers.

•  Shortage of suitable serviced  
 housing land in the larger settle- 
 ments.

•  Low level of job opportunities  
 for Youth.

•  Little attention paid to Technical  
 and Vocational subjects

•  Unfinished Marigot Hospital.

Dominicans are still awaiting the 
provision of proper health care 
services.

Two years on after Hurricane Maria 
Dominicans continue to suffer a 
steep and dangerous decline in the 
fortunes of the Dominican popula-
tion.

Growing social ills particularly among 
the youth, threatens to tear our 
country apart.

Dominica is struggling to facilitate 
citizens in meeting their basic needs 
for food, clothing and shelter.
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HOW UWP 
WILL FIX 
ECONOMY
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UWP TEAM DOMINICA will: 

Reform the Citizenship by Investment 
Program

Tighten the CBI’S administrative struc-
ture, reporting and accountability. 

The fee structure will be reviewed, 
and its administrative oversight 
strengthened.

Dominica’s revenue base has stag-
nated at around 30 percent of GDP 
for many years. As an urgent policy 
action, we will aggressively move to 
increase that base by at least 50 per-
cent over a three-year period

Reverse the more than 15 years of 
steady economic decline

Stimulate the agriculture and other 
sectors

In the pursuit of improving our for-
tunes key economic indicators will be 
established including
•  A growth rate of 5 – 6 percent  
 per annum

•  Fiscal surpluses of between 2 –  
 6 percent

•  

•  A managed debt strategy

•  We will set up a $200 million  
 The Nature Island Private Sector  
 Transformation Fund to provide  
 seed financing and guarantees  
 for new and existing export  
 manufacturing operations.

•  The Nature Island Private Sector  
 Transformation Fund will be  
 financed by passport revenues  
 and donor grants to facilitate the  
 creation of at least   
 3,000 new jobs by 2021.
•  Review of the existing tax  
 regime, making more dispos- 
 able income    
 available  

•  Increasing the minimum wage
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HOW UWP 
WILL FIX 
ECONOMY

Tax Reform 

•  A complete review of the tax   
 regime will be able to broaden the   
 tax base all with a view to contri-  
 buting to job creation and increased  
 economic activity

•  Improving efficiency of our Tax   
 regimes through increased tax   
 collection and reducing the burden   
 on both consumers and producers.

• Streamlined Dominica’s income tax   
 and VAT rates with a view to putting  
 more money in the pockets of 
 workers.

Tourism sector
•  We will reduce the VAT rate on   
 hotels from the existing 15 percent 
 to 5 percent for at least one year in  
 the first instance.

Manufacturing 

•  Taxes on the manufacturing   
sector will be zero rated and we   
 will stop the wanton tax exemptions  
 on vehicle imports.

Small Business 

•  Tax incentives will also be given to   
 small businesses that can demon-  
 strate the ability to employ at least 5  
 persons.

•  We will re-evaluate alien land   
 holding and property.
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HOW UWP WILL TACKLE   
CORRUPTION AND     
RESTORE TRUST
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UWP Team Dominica will bring trans-
parency, credibility, and proportion to 
the issuance of Dominican passports to 
foreign investors

Restoring Dominican Prestige as a Des-
tination for Foreign Investment: We will 
legislate safeguards and transparency 
back into our banking system.

We will utilize our embassy network to 
ensure that we have a high and consis-
tently transparent level of contact with 
international and financial institutions. 

We will work to ensure that our diplo-
matic partners have a greater presence 
here in Dominica. 

We will no longer be a secret haven 
where criminals can function without 
the scrutiny of the international com-
munity.

RESTORE TRUST 
Commit  to fair treatment for all, regard-
less of Colour, creed or Political affilia-
tion.

Commit  to empower Government 

Institutions and facilitate them to do 
their work.

 

ACCOUNTABLE GOVERNMENT

Utilise the Sector Working Groups and 
Ministerial Public Expenditure reviews 
to bring together input from ministers, 
parliamentarians, public officials, the 
private sector, civil society organizations 
and private citizens. 
We will enact Fiscal responsibility 
legislation establishing principles of 
responsible fiscal management and 
transparency.  

We will restrict the use of contingency 
warrants used to authorize unbudgeted 
spending, and the include in the budget, 
a contingency reserve for unforeseen or 
emergency spending

Revenue collection and spending as 
authorized in the budget will be sub-
jected to proper oversight by a properly 
empowered Public Accounts Commit-
tee, the Audit Department, the Budget 
Office. 

Pursue the appropriate constitutional 
amendments and enact legislation  to 
establish a fixed date for general elec-
tions every five years.

Ensure via the use of Information, Com-
munication and Technology( ICT)  access 
to all organs of the state is Real Change. 

REAL CHANGE
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 Finance Committee 

•  We will engage a Finance Com- 
 mittee of Parliament, the Budget  
 Office and Sector Hearings to 
 consider these contributions 
 and transform them into action- 
 oriented proposals for the 
 betterment of Dominica.

•  We will engage a Finance Com 
 mittee of Parliament to review  
 and approve the Estimates of  
 Revenue and Expenditure

 We will amend the relevant  
 Standing Orders of this House  
 to ensure the Public Accounts  
 Committee is released from  
 exclusively dependence on  
 reports from the Director of  
 Audit

Monitoring
•  Budgetary allocations will be  
 effectively implemented by the  
 ministries and agencies of  
 government to secure the  
 intended development benefits.
•  There will be periodic budget  
 performance reviews that allow  

 Parliament to note the trend of  
 overall collection and spending

•  We will have budget execu- 
 tion reports, including in-year  
 and audited year-end reports

Procurement 

•  We will immediately imple- 
 ment the Public Procurement  
 Act, which will strictly guide the  
 granting of contracts within our  
 Public Investment Program  
 (PSIP).

•  We will set up within the   
 Ministry of Works a Special  
 Projects Team that will   
 follow through on overseeing  
 project tendering, monitoring  
 and implementation.
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Farmers 

•  We will set aside EC $100 million  
 from passport revenue to invest  
 in a new and revived agriculture  
 and fisheries sector

•  Renewed focus on higher produc-  
 tion levels and adding value  
 through processing.

•  Farmers will get help to improve on  
 the quality and variety of crops,  
 irrigation systems and green 
 houses.

•  We will provide tax and other fiscal  
 incentives to the private sector to  
 invest in agro-processing facilities.

•  Build a productive agricultural  
 sector, we will modernize the  
 industry and make it attractive to  
 the youth by expanding   
 market-driven production  
 of high value foods, herbs, spices,  
 livestock and marine

Cannabis - New Industry 

•  Dominicans will be engaged on  
 issues involved in humanizing,  
 legalizing and industrializing  
 cannabis in the interest of national  
 health, wellness, and resilient  
 economic development.

•  Cannabis, because of its versatility  
 in providing medicinal, food,  
 clothing and shelter solutions offers  
 the greatest growth prospects for  
 our Nature Island economy.

HOW UWP WILL CREATE OPPORTUNITIES
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Fisherfolk 

•  United Workers Party has devised a  
 programme that will provide valuable  
 assistance to fisherfolk and allow them  
 to grow successful fishing businesses.
 Assistance will be provided to the fish- 
 erfolk to increase their catch and farm- 
 ers will be assisted in growing the   
 necessary crops.

•  To get the FSGIP programme off the  
 ground, we will provide the initial   
 investment capital to purchase and  
 assemble fifty (50) Fisheries Invest-  
 ment “packages
 
Construction

•  The construction sector will be given  
 special attention. This will require   
 some sacrificing of government   
 revenue, a targeted package of   
 exemptions of taxes and duties 
 on imported construction materials.

•  Create upwards of 1,500 new jobs

Culture 

•  We will greatly increase spending on  
 marketing our tourism product, includ- 
 ing rejuvenating the World Creole   
 Music Festival, Dive Fest and the   
 Reggae Jazz festival.

•  We will also seek for new initiatives in  
 sports and eco-tourism.    
 We will also provide incentives   
 to hotel and other accommodation   
 owner

•  Target the growth of the cruise ship  
 Industry which will see a new pier to  
 commence construction within one  
 year of a newly elected UWP 

•  We will encourage Private Sector   
 investment including increased   
 flows of Foreign Direct Investment that  
 can generate industrial development.



HOW UWP WILL 
STRENGTHEN SOCIAL SAFETY NET    
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•  We will bolster construction codes and revise zoning procedures to  
 enhance the resilience of public and private infrastructure as a matter of  
 top priority

•  The United Workers Party will make Dominica resilient in every respect  
 and every aspect; and we will shift our people from personal ambition  
 to the resiliency of a larger Nature Island vision in the course of   
 becoming the best place to live, work and enjoy life. 

UWP WILL

FORWARD

VOTE UWP

• We will increase the minimum  
 wage to no less than $1,000  
 monthly

• We will increase pensions to senior  
 citizens from the public purse to  
 no less than $500 monthly

• National Housing Strategy will move  
 housing areas in need of relocation  
 to suitable lands.

•  Provide solutions for new housing  

 needs by settlement.
• Encourage local private sector  
 participation in the supply and  
 financing of affordable housing to  
 low and middle-income households  
 nationally.

•  Prioritize environmentally friendly  
 design and construction of build 
 ings that will minimize environmen- 
 tal impact and ensure renewable,  
 efficient homes.  

•  Reduce Value Added Tax on  

 Building Material from 15% to 10%
• Publicize government’s policy  
 for the equitable distribution  
 of housing assistance.

•  Establish District Housing and  
 Development Control Offices to  
 manage the distribution of  
 assistance and monitor the  
 reconstruction in the construction  
 sector.

• Specify minimum qualifying  
 criteria to provide housing  
 assistance from  a minimum of  
 $5,000 to a maximum of $75,000.

 Develop and implement a special  
 package of assistance to meet the  
 housing needs of vulnerable  
 groups.
 
Transportation

•  UWP Team Dominica will construct  
 a long overdue state-of-the-art  
 international airport

•  Expand and modernize our sea  
 ports for efficient movement  
 people and cargo.

•  We will build a modern public  
 transportation system with clean  
 energy vehicles and bus terminals.
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